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‘Ajayameru’ or Ajmer, the hill town perceived by Ajaipal 
Chauhan in 7th century CE is known for its age old saga of 
historical and cultural narratives. By the first quarter of 14th 
century CE, the region became an unsettled point of dispute 
between the Sultans of Delhi, Ranas of Mewar, the Rathores 
of Marwar and the Sultans of Gujrat. In the latter half of 
16th century CE, the region became the base for Mughal 
operations in Rajputana. Later, the city went under the rule of 
Marathas and finally to the British. 

Owing to its strategic location between the cultural regions 
of Marwar and Mewar, and its proximity to Delhi, the city of 
Ajmer is notable for its multifaceted layering of urban fabric. 
The city is a home to the shrine of the Sufi Saint Khwaja 
Moinuddin Chisti who introduced the Chisti order of Sufisim 
in Indian subcontinent. Architecturally, the city of Ajmer 
displays an amalgamation of Hindu and Islamic styles, and 
Naya bazaar represents the complete story of Ajmer woven 
together with political establishments and Sufism beginning 
from the Rajputs to the Mughals and Marathas.

Naya Bazaar was envisioned by Sivaji Nana, the Maratha 
Governor of Ajmer in 1797 CE to setup up a market area. 
The area reflects a somber blend of cultural and religious 
coexistence, intangible heritage in the form of traditional 
ittar (perfume), lace making, and exotic delicacies. The 
heritage walk is visualized to taste the dialogic fusion of 
artistic and innovational fervor of the bygone eras. The 1.8 
km walk largely focuses on the tangible and intangible assets 
and starts from the Akbari Quila built during the Mughal 
period and leads towards the historic buildings such as Gole 
Piau, Badshahi Building, Lodha Haveli, Ghee Mandi Gate, 
Char Bhuja temple, Chhota Ghara temple, Narsingh temple, 
Satyanarayan Temple, Luniya Haveli, Daddo ki Haveli. The 
walk ends at Soniji ki Nasiyan, an exquisite Jain temple after 
passing through the lanes of Naya Bazaar that mark a valuable 
repository of cultural properties and historic spaces which 
display magnificent vernacular architecture.
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LODHA HAVELI   
Traditionally a residential property, it was 
built in 19h century CE by the rich noble of 
Ajmer. The exquisite feature of the building is 
the profusely painted gateway and possesses 
multi-courts.

GHEE MANDI GATE 
Built in 16th century CE, the Ghee Mandi 
gate is oriented north-south. The multi-
foliated arched gateway is beautifully 
decorated with medallion, though much of 
lustrous fabric is now lost. 

CHAR BHUJA TEMPLE
Constructed in the 16th century CE, 
the double storeyed temple dedicated to 
Chaturbhuja Nath, an incarnation of Lord 
Krishna is entered through a multi-foliated 
arched gateway to a series of steps that lead to 
the ardhamandapa of the temple.
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OTHER PLACES 

OF INTEREST

•	 The 18th century Maratha 

havelis, Dakshinawada and 

Gajmal Ji ki haveli.

•	  A noteworthy place to 

visit is a Jain temple nearby 

Bhagchand Soni which has 

beauteous glass inlay work.

CHOTA GHARA TEMPLE
A typical Haveli kind of a Digambar Jain 
temple, it’s double storeyed and belongs to 
18th century CE. On plan, the temple has 
a ardhamandapa that gives a view of the 
garbhagriha.

NARSINGH TEMPLE
A solemn blend of Mughal-Rajput style, 
the temple dedicated to Narsimha avatar 
of Vishnu comprises of a multi-foliated 
archway that opens into ardhamandapa and 
a series of cells.
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SATYANARAYAN TEMPLE 
The ornate temple gives a glimpse of Mughal-
Rajput artistic influence. The temple dedicated 
to Satayanarayan, a manifestation of Lord 
Vishnu is entered through a multi-foliated 
gateway that leads to the ardhamandapa.
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DADDO KI HAVELI
Fashioned in Indo-Persian style, the residential 
building was built in 19th century CE by the 
famous Patwas to host barat of their daughter. 
The five court haveli is beautifully decorated 
with jalis, jharokas and floral patterns.

SONIJI KI NASIYAN
Built in the 19th century, Soniji ki Nasiyan is 
architecturally a rich Jain temple. The main 
chamber is known as the ‘Swarana Nagari’, 
and comprises gold plated wooden Jain idols. 
The ornate temple in the present time is 
partly a museum. 

GOLE PIAU 
Constructed in 19th century CE by 
the Seths of Ajmer, this cylindrical 
ornate building is used as a source of 
water, and in the present time is owned 
and managed by the Cloth Merchant’s 
Association.

BADSHAHI BUILDING
Closely linked with the Ajmeri Fort, 
the Badshahi Building was built on the 
orders of Akbar to house his servants 
and other employees. Built in sandstone, 
the building has a pillared hall 
beautifully decorated with bracketed 
colonnades and an inner chamber. 
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AJMERI KILA 
Located in the heart of the city in Naya 
Bazaar, the Ajmeri Kila (historically 
known as Akbari Kila) is a splendid 
fusion of Marwar and Islamic 
architecture. As a prominent symbol of 
Islamic supremacy, it was constructed 
in 1570 CE to pay homage to Khwaja 
Moinuddin Chisti.
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